
Naturalization through One Year of Qualifying Service During Peacetime 

Generally, a person who has served honorably in the U.S. armed forces at any time may be eligible 
to apply for naturalization under section 328 of the INA. The military community sometimes refers 
to this as “peacetime naturalization.”  

In general, an applicant for naturalization under Section 328 of the INA must: 

 Be age 18 or older 
 Have served honorably in the U.S. armed forces for at least 1 year and, if separated from the U.S. 

armed forces, have been separated honorably  
 Be a permanent resident at the time of examination on the naturalization application 
 Be able to read, write, and speak basic English 
 Have a knowledge of U.S. history and government (civics) 
 Have been a person of good moral character during all relevant periods under the law 
 Have an attachment to the principles of the U.S. Constitution and be well disposed to the good 

order and happiness of the U.S. during all relevant periods under the law 
 Have continuously resided in the United States for at least five years and have been physically 

present in the United States for at least 30 months out of the 5 years immediately preceding the 
date of filing the application, UNLESS the applicant has filed an application while still in the 
service or within 6 months of separation. In the latter case, the applicant is not required to meet 
these residence and physical presence requirements. 

 


